
English Overview - Year 1

Autumn Term                                                                      
Topic: Magical Kingdoms                                                      

Main text: Previously (Allan Ahlberg)

Spring Term                                                                          
Topic: Just Keep Swimming                                                                       

Main text: Dougal’s Deep Sea Diary (Simon Bartram)

Summer Term                                                                     
Topic: Helping Hands                                                                

Main text: The Jolly Postman (Allan Ahlberg)

Narrative Stories with 
predictable 
phrasing - 3 

weeks

Sentence 
structure - 2 

weeks

Assessment week                                               
1 week at the end 
of each half term.    

Autumn 1 
assessment, use 

a piece completed 
during the half 

term and 
complete the  

writing checklist.            
Autumn 2 

assessment focus 
to be given and 

writing checklist 
completed.

Recount - 3 
weeks

Setting/character 
description - 2 

weeks

Assessment week                                               
Spring 1 

assessment, use 
a piece completed 

during the half 
term and 

complete the  
writing checklist.            

Spring 2 
assessment focus 
to be given by the 
trust and writing 

checklist 
completed (2 

weeks).

Adventure story - 
3 weeks

Traditional tales - 
2 weeks

Assessment week                                               
1 week at the end 
of each half term.    

Summer 1 
assessment, use 

a piece completed 
during the half 

term and 
complete the  

writing checklist.            
Summer 2 

assessment focus 
to be given and 

writing checklist 
completed.                                                      

.........                      
2 weeks transition 

takes place 
during the 

summer term.               

Suggested final 
written outcome

Write simple 
sentences using 

words and 
phrases taken 
from familiar 

stories.

Write simple 
sentences, 

ensuring structure 
is understood.

Write the retelling 
of the story

Write simple 
sentences, 

ensuring the use 
of year group 

vocabulary and 
punctuation are 

used.

Write a new 
adventure for the 

Jolly Postman.

Write a re-telling 
of a traditional 

tale.

Non-fiction Labels, lists and 
captions - 2 

weeks

Recount - 2 
weeks

Report - 2 weeks Instructions - 2 
weeks

Letters - 2 weeks Explanations - 2 
weeks

Suggested final 
written outcome

Write labels and 
sentences about 

pictures

Write a simple 
first person 

recount based on 
a personal 

experience, using 
adverbs of time to 

aid sequencing.

A simple non-
chronological 
report with a 

series of 
sentences to 

describe parts of 
the subject.

Following a 
practical activity, 

write up the 
instructions 

(recipe, building, 
making, etc)

Write a letter to 
the wicked witch, 
providing her with 

a nice recipe.

Draw pictures to 
illustrate a simple 

process and 
prepare several 

sentences to 
support the 
explanation.

Poetry Vocabulary building - 1 week Rhyming couplets - 1 week

Suggested final 
outcome

Read, write and perform a chosen 
poem.

Read, write and perform.

Notes: Terms will differ on length each year, so move units when/if necessary. Genre’s to remain the same but outcomes may change.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Each term has been timetabled as 12 weeks in length. The 12 weeks have been split up into - 10 teaching weeks, 1 assessment week (see separate box for more information) and 1 
catch up week (to be used as needed - stand alone grammar sessions, extra time needed on a piece of writing, editing work, extra poetry week, etc).
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