
Helping your child with their reading 
journey in KS2
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At Kingsland C.E. Academy, we value reading as an essential life skill that empowers 
children to achieve their full potential.

We have high expectations of our children as readers and our aims are;

- to teach every child to become a fluent and confident reader

- to give children the reading skills necessary to enable them to access learning in 
all subjects

- that each child grows to enjoy reading, in hope that they become lifelong readers
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To help your child to 
achieve their full potential, 
we would like your support 

in encouraging and 
engaging with their reading 

at home.
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Reading scheme

We use the ‘Collins Big Cat’ reading scheme in 
school. Your child will work their way through 
the scheme until their teacher feels they can 
access most books independently and 
confidently. They will then be on free readers 
where they can choose their own texts.

The following slide shows you what an ‘on 
track’ child should be reading in each year 
group. 
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KS2 Home Reading Expectations

We ask that you read with your child at 
least 4 times per week, ideally for 10 - 

15 minutes each time.

It is best to read at a time when you 
can both take time to relax, enjoy and 

discuss the story.

As your child progresses through KS2, it is still very important for you to listen to and 
discuss their reading. It is equally as important for them to have a regular chance to 

listen to you reading.

Children will bring reading books home from school to read 
with you.

In KS2, these will be our reading scheme books or free 
readers when they are off the scheme.

School books can also be supplemented with additional reading 
material at home.

Every time you 
read with your 
child, please log 

it on the ‘Go 
Read’ app.
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Reading Tips

Before reading…
- Try to make Reading enjoyable, in a quiet and comfortable 
spot.
- If it is the first time your child has read the book, look at 
the cover/title/blurb together to predict what it might be 
about.

- Make links to other books with similar authors, themes or 
characters.

When your child is reading…
- Encourage them to track the words with their finger or 
a ruler, if they need to.

- Help to decode the words if needed.
- Give time and support to make corrections if they make 
mistakes.

- Ask about the meaning of any challenging words.

When you are reading…
- Read expressively, with meaning.
- Encourage your child to track the words.
- Ask about the meaning of challenging words.
- Make explicit any thinking you may be doing. For 
example - Perhaps they are angry/sad because… This 
odd word starts with a capital so is a name…

After Reading…
- Ask about what’s been read - who, what, where, when, why, 

how?
- Discuss the text - what did your child enjoy/like/dislike/

feel/think?
- Ask your child questions about what’s been read (see the 

end of slides for examples).



Enjoyment of reading in KS2

There are positive 
links between reading 

enjoyment, reading frequency 
and levels of 
attainment.

The more often, and 
the more widely you read, 

the better you become at it! 

Reading helps to develop 
empathy, language, vocabulary 

and imagination!

Reading for pleasure 
improves spelling, grammar, 
writing ability and general 

knowledge.

Reading is a great way to 
relax and spend time together.



10

Reading for pleasure will 
bring challenge…

- When reading for pleasure, both with 
books from school and books from home, 
there will be times when children choose 
texts that they are not able to fully read 
or comprehend by themselves. This is to be 
expected as children grow as readers.

- Supporting children to enjoy these texts 
is an important part of helping them to 
learn - and it is a perfect excuse to read 
and enjoy the book together.
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Encouraging reluctant readers

Let children 
choose the book 
they want to read, 
without us adults 
placing pressure 
on them to read 
something more 
appropriate.

Keep reading to your child. This can encourage a love of 
stories which can lead to reading more later.

Perhaps they are 
still finding 
reading tricky? 
Why? 

What can we do 
together to help?

Sometimes it can be a simple matter of font 
size or even the look of a page that puts 
children off reading.

Why not try an ebook or magazine? Maybe 
a child’s newspaper or comic, websites, blogs 
or poetry.

Show them how 
enjoyable reading 
can be.
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Questions 
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